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To the honeſt hearted Reader: 


READER, ca 
I Here proteſt before the Searcher of all hearts, that I have no End, k 
1 errher of Fattion, or Relation in thus enſuing Treatiſe. I am no Pa- on 
- ES ry 
piſt, no Settary, but 4 true Lover of Reformation and Peace : My pen d; 
declines all bitterneſſe of Spirit , all deceitfulneſſe of heart , x ; I o\ 
may ſafely, in this particular, with Saint P AU L ſay , I ſpeak the ſo 
truth in Chriſt and lye nor, my Conſcience bearing me wit- of 
neſſe in the holy Ghoſt, that I neither walk nor write in craf- 
tinefſe, nor handle the holy Scriptures deceitfully : Therefore _ 
if thy my be Teſus Chriſt, in the name of Teſus Chriſt, I adjure the | - 
to lay aſide all wilfull ignorance , all prejudice , all private Reſpetts _- 
and Intereſts, and all uncharitable ctuſures : Deale faithfully with it, 
thy Soule , and ſuffer wholeſome admonitions : Search the ſeverall fir 
Scriptures herein con:ained, and where they open 4 Gate , climbe not 
thou over a Stile : Conſult with Reaſon, herein exerciſed , and where —_ 
FI: finds a month, find thou an eare : And let Truth proſper , though , 
thou periſh, and let God be glorified, although in thy Confuſion. Dr 
| ſto 
nif 
clu 
dir 


THE 


(1). 
Txrsrg LoraLlL Converr. « 


HE Kingdomeof England, that hath for many Ages conti- 
nued the happieſt Nation on the habitableearth, en Joying the 
higheſt bleffings that keaven can give, or earth receive ; the ftn- 
ition of the Goſpe#, which ſetled a firme Peacc; which Peace ocs 

caſioned a fall Plenty, under the gracious Governmem of wiſe and famous 
Princes, over a thriving and well-contented People, Infomuch that ſhee 
became the Earths Par ad5/e, and the Worlds Wonder, is now the Nurſe- 
ry of all Setfs; her Peace is violated; her Plenty walting; her Government 
diſtempercd, her Peop/e diicontented, and unnaturally imbrovld in her 
own Blood, not knowing the way, norafteting the meanes to Peace, In- 
ſomuch that ſhe 1s now become the By-word ofthe Earth, and the ſcorne 
of Nations. 

The Caxſe and Ground of thefe our Nationall Combuſtions, are theſe 
our Nationall Tra»/greſſions, which unnaturally ſprang from the negle& 
of that Truth we once had, and from the abuſe of that Peace wee now 
want : Which, taking occaſion of ſome differences betwixt His Majeſtic 
and His two Houſes of Parliament, hath divided our Kingdome within 
it{clfe, which had ſo divided it ſclfe from that God, who bleſt it with fo 
firmea Fr*th, fo ſctl:d a Peace, and ſo ſweet an Vnity. 

Asthat finne brought this diviſion , ſo. this diviſion ( ſharpned with 
mutuall ſ.alouſies) brought in the Sword. 

When the Lyon rorres, who trembles not? And when 1udgements 
thunder, who is not troubled ? 

Among the reſt, I (who brought ſome Faggots to this Combuſtion ) 
ſtood altoniſht and amazed : to whom the wwe/chiefe was farre more ma. 
nifcſt ther the Remeay : At laſt, T laidmy hand wpon my "cart, an con. 
cluded, 1: was the handof God; Where being plundered in my und-rſtan. 
ding, I began to makea ſcrutiny, wherethe firſt Breach was made, that 
tet in allthefe MMiſeries, 

I found the whole Kingdome now contracted into a Parliament, 
which conſiſted of three Eitates; A King, a houſe of Peeres, and 2 houſe of 
Commons; by the Wiſdome and Ymnity whereof, all things conduccavle co 
the Weale-publique, wereto be adviſed upon , preſented and eſtabliſhed, 

I found this Yay disjoynted, and growne to variatice even te Blood : 
The K5ng, and his Adherents on the party; and his two Howes and their 
Adverents on theother, "AT 

j ” 


, (2) 

The pretence of this diviſion, was the true Proteflant Religion , which 
beth proteſted to maintatne; the Liberty of the Subjett, which both pro- 
teſted to preſcrve; the Priviledges of Parliament, which both promiſe to 
prote&; Yet, nevertheleſle, the firſt never profaned;the ſecond never more 
intcrrupted; the third never more violated. 

Standing amazed atthis Riadle, I turned mine eyes upon his XMajefy; 
and there, I viewed the Lords Annointed, (worne to maintain the eftsbli- 
ſhed Lawes of this Kingdome : I turned mine eyes upon the two Hemſes; 
and, inthem, I beheld the 1»tereſt of my Country , ſworne to obey his 
Majeſty as their ſupreame Goverxonr. 

I heard a Remonſtrance cryed from the two Houſes : I read it ; Iappro- 
ved it; I inclined unto it : A Declaration from His Hajeftic ; I real it; 1 
applauded it; I adhered'to the juſtneſſe of it : The Parliaments Anſwer ; 1 
turned to the Parliament ; His Majelties Reply ; I returned to His 24a- 

1111 
, = toſt and turned as a Yeather-cocke to my own weakneſle, I reſol- 
ved it impoflible to ſerve'two Maſters. 

I fled to Reaſon; Reaſon could not ſatisfie me : I fled to Policie ; Policy 
could not refolycjme:;'At lergthfinding;no Conncellonr, but that which 
firſt I ſhould have ſfought;il hycd me to the. Booke of God, as the Great O- 
racle,arnd ulhering my Inqueſt with Prayer and Humiliation, I opened 
the ſacred leayes, which (notby chance) preſented ro my firlt eye, the 20, 
of the Proverbs, v.2.The feare of a King ts 4s the rearing of a Lyon, and 
who ſa provoketh him to Anger, ſinneth againſt his own ſoule. 

Now Ibegan to ſcarch, and found as many places to that purpoſe, as 
would ſwell this ſheet into a YVo/rme; {o that ina very ſhort ſpace, I was 
fo furniſhed, with ſuch ſtrit Preceprs, backt with ſuch ſtrong Examples, 
that my Judgement was enlightned, and my wavering Conſcience fo 
throughly convinc<d,that by the Grace of that Power which dirc&ed me, 
| neither Feare nor any By-reſpetts ſhall ever hereafter remove me, unleſſe 
| {ome clearer light diret me, 
| But, above all the Reſt, a Precept and an Ex«mple out of the Old Te- 
: ftament({trongly confirmed by a Precept and an Example out of the New) 
| ſetled my opinion, and eſtabliſhed my Reſo/ution. 
| Pre, 3, Thefirlt Precept out of the Old, Jeremy 27. v. 6. Where it pleaſed God 
to own Nebuchadnezzar his ſervant, (although a knowne Pagan, a pro» 
feſt 1dolater, anda fierce Perſecutor of all Gods children ) concerni 
whom he faith, v. 8.7 hey that ſerve not the King of Babylon ; and that 
will not put their necks wnder bu Yoaks, 1 will puniſo them with the Sword 
Famine, and the Peftilence, till | have conſumed them, verſe 9. Therefore 

ark 
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(3)* | 
hear ken not to your Diviners, and Prophets, that ſay unto yow,You ſhall not . 
ſerve the King of Babylon, for they prophecie a lye unto you. v.10, But the 
nations that ſhall ſerve the King of Babylon, an bring their necks under bis 
Toake, theſe will 1 let remaine in their own land, (ſaith the Lord) aud they 
ſhal till it, and dwell therein. 

Can therebea ſtriker Preceps?or could there be a more impiousPrince? 
And yet, this Precepr, and yet, this Prince muſt be obeyed : nay, (#b pan« 
too; Upon the paine of Gods high wrath; fully expreſt in Famine, Sword, 
and Peſti/ence, not only upon the people, but upon the Prieſts alſo, that 
ſhall perſwadethem unto diſobedience, 

The ſecond Precept is enj »yned us out of the New Teſtament, Rom, 

13. 1. Let every ſoule be ſubjett to the higher Powers, for there 1 ns Pow- 
er but of God, T he Powers that be are ordained of God : Whoſoever there- 
forereſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt, 
ſnall receive to themſelves damnation. This Power (this King ) to whom 
S. Paul commandcth this ſubje&ion, was Ners ,- the bloudy perſecuter 
of all that honoured the bleſled Name of Jeſu Chriſt. 

Gods Command (hould bee a ſufficient Argument, nes, is enough : 
But when he addes a Reaſon too, he anſwers all Objettions : But when he 
threatens a prniſoment, (10 leflc then dawnation)apon the reſfiltance there- 
of, he hath uſed all meancs to per{wade a neceſſity of obedience. 

Let every ſoule be ſubjett,) 

Not <quall, much lefle ſupcriour, And what is taking up of Armes, but 
an implycd ſuppoſition of atleaſt equality ? What are the hopes of Con- 
qu-ſt, but an ambition of Swpeyiorircy ? What 1s condemning, judging, or 
depoſing, but Swpremacie ? For'it is againlt the nature of an Interiour to 
condemne, judge, or depoſe a Superiour: 

And, leſt the R<bcllious ſhouid confine his obedience to a good Prince, 
the next words reply, 

For there is na power but of God. 

Power in it /e/fe, is neither good nor evill, bat as it 1s #» /#6zet/s,, the 
perſon; If an evill King, an evill Power; If a good King , a good Power: 
God ſends the one in mercy, and we muſt be 1avz<RR ; the other in judge= 
ment, and we mult be ſubje& : In things lawfull, a&:vely ; in things un- 
lawfull, paſſively : If a good King, he muſt have vur prai/e, and our ply-.- 
#xce; If anevill King, he mult have our Prayers, and our Patience, 

He that reſiſts the Power( whether good or cvill, forall power is of God) 
reſifls an Ordinance of God, ( Ordinances of menjare not refilted without 
ruine ) and whoſoever refiſteth ſball receive, but what 2 neu i2vniſe, damna- 
tion to themſelves, 
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this Bread, and drink this Cnp of the Lord unworthily, exteth and drinkerth, 
What ? viva tend, damnation to himfclfe, 

If then there be proportion betwixt the $5» and the Prniſoment , you 
may hereby gather the heynouſneſſe of 4di/abedience; the pumfhinent 
whereof is the very ſame with his that is guilty of the Body and Bleod of 
our Lord; to the one, for not diſcerning the Lords Body , to the other, for 
not diſcerning the Lords Annointed, 

The Lords Annoimed? And who is he? None but the Regenerate: Chriſt 
isnot Criſt toany, to whom ]c«ſus 1s not Jeſ#s, 

Gods word anſwers your filly Objetion, not I : Was not San! Gods 
Annointed? Was not Cyr Gods Annointed, and many more whom 
God acknowledges ſo,and yet wicked Kings? 

Cyrus 1s mine Annointed, yet he hath not knowne me. 

The firſt Example for our Obedience the Old Teltament propoſes to 
our imitation, Dan.3, 16. Nebnchadnezatar the King of Babilon ſets v 
A golaen Image: $ hadrech, Meſbach, and Abeanego were commanded to 
{all down and worſhip 1t. 

The King, a known Pagan, commands a groſſe 1dolatry ; Did theſe 
men conſpire ? Or (being Rulers of the P-ovince of Babel) did they invite 
the Jewes into a Rebellion ? Did theſe (to {trengthen their own Fallion) 
blaſt theigSoveraigns Name with Tyrannie and Paganiſme ? Did they 
endeavour by Scandals, and impious Aſperfions, to render him odiors to 
his people ? Did they encourage their Provinces totake up Armes for the 
defence of their Liberties or Relgion ? Did they ſeize upon , or ſtop his 
Revenues ? or annihilate his Power ? Did rhey cftrange themſelves trom 
his Preſence ? Murther his Meſſengers ? Or would they have flcighted his 
gracions Offers ? No, being called by their Prixce, they eame, and being 
commanded to give attzuall obedience to his un/awfnll Commands , ob- 
ſerve the modeſty of their firſt anſwer, We are not Careſull to anſwer thee 


_ in this matter, and bcing urged, mark their pious reſo/ution 1n the ſecond, 


Be it knowne, O King, we will not ſerve thy Gods, nor worſbip the golden 


. Tmage thon haft ſet up, 


" The King threatens the Fornace;They yeeld their Bodies to the Fornace, 


* and.fay, God whom we ſerve will deliver us out of thy hands, and not, Hee 


will dcliver Thee into oxr hands, They expe deliverance rather in theft 
paſſive Obedience, then intheir attuall Reſiſt axce. 
But they were few innumber, and ther Forces not confidetable. 
Adtait rhat, which all H:ffories deny. Was not God as able toſubdue 
Him with ſo few, as to deliver them from ſo wary ? Had their weeknefſe 
lefle 


Now, compare this place withthat 1 Cor; 11. 29, Hee that hall oate 
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lefſe Reaſon (for the Cauſe of Gods apparent diſhonour) toexpet n mi- 
raculons affiſtance in thoſe dayes of frequent Miracles , then we, after fo 
long a ceſſation of Miracles? Gods glory will not be vindicated by »nlaw- 
fall meanes, or 1nwarrantable proceeding s. 

I, but we take up Armes, not againſt the King , but againſt his evif og, 
Comnſellors, . 

Adhereits ye meane. Arare diſtintion | Andteil me;whoſe pawer hath Anſ7 
his Adhercnts ? The Kings. By which appeares, ye take up Armes + 
eaitſt the Kings Power ; He that reſiſteth the power , ( it is not faid the | 
Prince) ſhall receive damnation. Againe, Where the wordof a King ts , there Ecclef8 
a power : (30d joyned the King and his Power, and whodare (ſeparate 
them ? They that take ap Armes againſt the Parliaments power (you ſay) 
take up Armes againſt the Parliament ; Doe not they then that takeu 
Armes againſt the Kings power, by the ſame Reaſon, take up Arms "oaink 
the King ? Now, loo: back upon your intricate diltintion, and bluſh. 

Bur, it the King betray the Tr#ſt repoſed in him by his Subjets, they © 06, 
may ſuſpend their obedience, and refiſt kim. 

Kings are Gods FVicegerents, and cannot be compelled to giveanac- Amwf 
comptto any, but to God, Againſt thee, againſt thee enely have 1 ſinned: Plal.51. 
That 1s, to thee, to thee only mult I give an accompt. Though I have fin» 
ned a911nlt Y/riah, by my A; 2nd a2ninit my people, by my Example,yet 
againit Thee have 1 onely fiancd. You crnnor deprive, or limit them, in 
what you never gave them. God gave them their Power , and who art 4 
thou that darelt reſiſt it * By me Kings raigne, Pro.8. iF 

But, his Crowne was {ct up upon his Head by his Subj:Rts , upon ſach *oþ, 
and ſuch conditions, 

Why wasth: penalty, upon the faile, not expreſl:d then ? Coronation Anſ. 
is but a hamane Ceremony. And was hee not Proclaimed before hee was 
crowned ? Proclaimed ? but what? A King: And did not you at the 
ſame inſtant, by rclative confequenc?, proclaim your ſelves SzwhjefFs? And 
ſhall Subjects condition with thair King, or will Kings bind themſelves 
totheir SubjeRts, uponthe forfeiture of their power , alter they have re- 
ceived their Regall Azthority ? 

But, the King hath, by Pris, given his power to his Parliament, and Ob. 
therefore what they doc, thy doe by vertne of his Power. 

The King, by his Yrs, gives not aw=y his power, but communicates it. Anf. 
By the ver:xe of which Writ, they are called Adrrattandam & conſulene 
dun de arduis Regns, To treat andadviſe coticetning the difficulties of the 
Kingdom: Here 15 all the power the #3t gives them,and where they ex- 
ceed, they uſurp the Kings power, being both againſt the Law of Got,and 
the contitutions of the Kingdom. 7 


; (6) ; 
Os. Well, but in caſe of neceſſity, when Religion andLiberty lies at the 
ſtake, the Conſtirutions of the Kingdom (tor the preſervation of the King- 
dome) may ſuffer a Difpenſation. 
Anſ. Admitthat : But what neceſſity may diſpence with the violation of 
the Law of God ? the deviation wheretrom, is evill , and Thos ſhalt doe 
no evill that good may come thereon. : 

06, But, we take not Armes againſt the King , but onely to bring Delin- 
| linquents to condigne puniſhment. 

»ſ. And, whoare they? even thoſe that take up Arms for the King; which, 
an unrepealed ſtatute, I 1, Hey, 7. acquites. But, admit Statutes may be 
broken, and you ſ{cek to puniſh them;Who gave you the power ſo to doe? 
The Law : And what Law denies the King power te pardon Delinquents? 
God, that hath put power intothe hand of Majcſty, hath likewiſe planted 
Mercy in the heart of Soveraignty : And, will ye take away both his birth- 
right and his Bleſſing alſo? Take heed, you dee not {light that , which one 
day may prove your Santtuary. 

Ob. But, the King, being a 245xe Monarch, is bound to hisowr Lawes, 
Anſ. There betwe ſorts of Lawes , Direttive and Coercive ; As to the firſt, 
; he isonly bound to make his acrompt to God; fo, tothe ſecond, he is onely 
Feel. 8. 4: liableto the hand of God; ho ſhall ſay unts him, what doeft thou ? 
0b. But, Kings, now a dayes, have not ſo 4b/e/ute a power , asthe Kings 

mentioned in the Scripture. 
* Anſ. Wholimited it? God, or Man? Man could not limit the Power he never 
gave: If God; ſhew me where ? till then, this objeRtion 1s frivolous. 
* Ob. But, when Kings, and their Ailiſtants make an affe»/ive, and a deſtru- 
Rive warre againſt their Parliaments, may they not then take up defenſive 
Armes * 
"Anſ. 1Itisno offenſive War for a King to endeavour the Recovery of his ſur- 
Heſter 8. repted right; however, are not the members of a Parliament S»bjetts, to 
their Soveraign? if not, what arc they? If SubjeAts, ought they not to be 
ſabjeRt? Gods people, the lewes, that were to be deſtroyed by the Kings 

Command, neither did, nor durſt make a defenfive War againſt his abue 

ſed power, untill they firſt obtained the Kings Conſexr. 


ſub jets may upon ſuch tearmes make a d ve war , doesfit not quite 
croſſe the nature of a defenfive war, to «ſale, par/ue, and diſþoſſeſſe ? 

W he you ſhot 5peeces of Ordnaxce, before one wasreturned at Edge- 
hill, was that defenſive? When you beſieged Redding , which you aft 
Oigiees, was that defenſive? When ye affronted Baſing: Houſe , was t 
defenſive ? 


But, admit it lawtull, (though ————— nor warranted) that 
enſi 
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The watrantable weapons 2gainſt an angry King , are, Fxhortation, 
Di(ſwaſuon, wiſe reproof (by ſuch are neareſt to him) Petition , Prayer, 
and Flight : All other weapens will at laſt wound them that uſe them. 


f The Second Example, was left us out of the New Teſtament, by Him Fx, 2. 
Ee that is the true preſident of holy obedience, Our blefſed $ evi0ur; Whoſe 1 Pet.z, 
Humility, and ſuffcrance, was ſet before usas a Copy for all Generati= | 
l- ons to pratice by. 
The temporall Kingdom of the Jewes , ſucceſſively ufurpt by thoſe 
h, two heatben Princes , A#guſtis and Trberims, two Contemporaries, 
De was his #atwrall Bjrth-right, deſcended from his Tipe, and Anceſtour 
e? King Dvid. Had not he as great an Intereſt in that Crowne , as wee 
$f havcinthis Common-wealth ? Was not Hee as tender eyed towards 
ed his owne natural people, as we, to one another ? 
h- Wasnot the Truth as deare to Him (who was the very 7rath) and 
ne the way to it, asdirect to Him, (that was the onely Fay) as to us? 


Was not He the great Reformer, 

Had the Swor# been a neceflary ſtickler in Reformation, how hapned 
ſt, it that he miſtook his weapon ſof Inſtead of a Trumpet hee lifted up his 
ly Voice. . 

Was Plots Policies, Propsſitions, Prophanations,Plunderings Military 


gs Preparations, his way to Reformation ? Werethey not his own words, 
He that taketh up the ſword, ſhail periſh by the ſword? Nor, was it want Math.z6. 
yer of ſtrength, that he reformed not ina Maitiall way : Conldnot hee come 5: 
| mand more then twelve legions of Angels? 
ru- Or had he pleaſcd to ule the Arme of fie, could not Hee, that raifed 


Ive the dead, raiſe a conſiderable Army? Sure,S. John the Baptiſt would have 
venturedhis head upon a fairer 2#arret, aid S, Peter drawn his ſword 
lur- Y toabloodier cud; No queſtion, but S. Paxl , the twelve Apoſtles; and 
,to | Diſciples would have proved as tough Colonels , as your afl>ciated E(- 
| be | /ex Prieſts did Captaines; and doubtlefle S, Peter, who converted 38600. 
ings B in one day, would haveraifcd a ftrong Army in fix. | 
bue Our Bieſſed Savionr well knew, that Ceſar came not thither with- 
out divine permiſſion; In reſpe& whereol, He became obedient to the 
=y ſhadow of a King ; and whom he aQively reſiſted not , he paſſively 
(Y ed. , 
L,but there wasa neceſſity of his obedience, and ſabjeRtion, to make gy, 
him capable of a ſhamefull death, -, 
- No, his obedience, as well as death, was ve/v»t4ry z which makes Anſe 
you guilty of s Suweſu# argument. <:& 2 


- 


But, 
— F1 


4 , 


# Ob. 
| - Aw; 


($) 
But, He was a ſingle perſon; We, a repreſentative body : what is un- 
expedient in the one, is lawfull in the other, 
Worſe and worſe ! If our bleſſed Saviour be net Pepreſentative, Tell 
me, whereofart thou a Mcmber? woe be to that body politicke , which 
endeaycurs not to be conformed, according to the Head I1yftical, 


He preacht Peace; Your Martiall Miniſters (by what authority they, 


beſt know ) proclaime Warre; He, Obeaience;They,Sedition;He,T ruth; 
They, Lyes; He, Order; They, Confuſion; He, Bleſſedneſſe to the Peace- 
makers; They, courage to the Perſecutors; He, Bleſſedneſſe tothe perſc- 
cuted; They brand them with alignity that call them blefſcd, 

God was not heard inthe whir/ewingd, but in the ſtill voice, 

But, his thoughts, are not as our thoughts, neither are our wayes like 
his wayes. 

But, whence proceeds all this ? even from a viperows Generation 
(which hath long neſted in this unhappy 1ſlend) and thoſe encrealed 
Multitudes of ſimple ſoules, ſeduced by their feemung ſanity, whotak- 
ing adyantage of our late too great «b#/e of Ceremonics,are turnd deſpe- 
rate enemicsto all Order, and Diſcipline, being out of charity with 
the very Lords Prayer , becauſe it comes within the Popiſh Li- 
IMF, 

ul many of theſe , have lately challenged the name of ſanfified 
Veſſels, for conteyning the poyſon of unnaturall Sedition | How many 
of theſe, haye uſu; pt the Rile of well-affefted, for dilaffeted Peace! How 
many of theſe , have counterfeited the honour of good Patriots, for 
largely contributing towards the Rwines of their Country 1 How many 
does this Army confiſt of 1 How, for their ſakes is Blaſphemy connived 
at 1 Sacriledge permitted ! How, for their encouragement are Lyes-and 
brafle-browd /mpraercies invented , nay publiſht ( nay publiſhed in 
the very Palpits) and tolerated (it not commanded) even by them, who 
(perchance, were this quarrell ended) would throw the firſt fone ut 
them 1 How many of our Learned, Religious and Orthodox Divines 
(who by their able 7 ongwes, and Pens, have defended and maintained 
the true ancient and Catholique Faith, and vindicated the Reformed 
Religion from the aſperſions of her potent Adverſaries) are now plug- 
dered in their Goods, ſequeltred in their Livings, impriſoned in their 
perſons, (if not forced in their Conſciences) whilelt their wives, and 
poor children, begging their Bread, are left to the mercy of theſe «x- 
merciful times; even for the encouragement of them, whoſe pe- 
danticke learning durſt never ſhew her ridiculous face before an es 
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and ſeditron , abhorring the way to peace , and maligning thoſe that 
enſue it. 

I, but we deſire Peace, ſo we may have Truth too, 

What mean ye by having Truth ? The preſervation of the Od Truth, 
or the Inſtitution of a New? 

It ye fearethe alteration of the Old (having your Soveraignes Oath, 
which you dare not beleive )} what other Aſſarance can you bave ? 

The Blood you ſhed, is ceyt4ine; The change you feare, is nncertaine : 
It is no wiſdome to apply a defperate Remedy to a /#ſpeted diſeaie. 

If the enjoyment of Peace depends upon a full Aſſ#rance of Truth, 
eur diſcords may beare an everlatting date : God hath threatned to re- 
move his Canaleſticke,and our wickedneſlc juſtly feares it; And fo long 
as we feare it, (ſhall we abjure Peace, the bleſſed wearers to prevent it ? 
He that ſeeks to /ertle Truth by the ſword, diffratts it. 

Or, isit a Truth ye want ? It ſo, I's it of Dottrine, or of Diſcipline ? 
If of doftrine, Attum eſt de noſtra Religione , Farewell our Religion. 
Or, is it of Diſcipline? Diſcipline is but a Ceremony, And did the Lord 
of the Sabboth diſpence with a moral Law , for the preſervation of an 
Oxes life, or an Aſſes, and ſhall we, toalter ſome few indifferent Ce- 
remonies (allowed by the Parliaments of three pioxs and wiſe Princes, 
and the practice of many holy Martyres, who ſealed the true Proteſtant 
Religion with their b/00d) cry downe Peace, and ſhed the blood of ma- 
ny thouſand Chriſtians? 

Our ſedxced Proteſtants, will have no ſes Formes of Prayer,but what 
proceeds 1mmecdiatly from their own Fancies, This is their Truth. 

Our Semi-Separatiſts , will heare our Sermons, ( it they like the Tea» 
cher ) but no Divine ſervice, This is their Truth. 

Our Separatiſts, w1ll not communicate in our Churches, nor joyne in 
our Congregations. That is their Truth. 

Our Anabaptiſts will not baptize, till yeares of diſcretion, and ##- 
baptize. That 1s their Truth, 

Our Antinomians will have no Repextance, This is their Truth. 

Our Independants, will have an univerſall Parity; This their Truth, 

Good God, when ſhall we have Peace, it not, till all thele Truths 
meet 3 

But, Chriſt ſayes, 1 come not to bring Peace, but the Sword; therefore, 
for the propagation of Peace, it is —_ toule the Sword, . 
2 0 
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fie Schoole-man , whoſe livelyhoods they unworthily uſurpe, not 
diſpenſing the bread of life , but the darnel of giddy-headed fancie 
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(10) 
So,He is termed a fwmbling Blocke,and does that warrant us to fum- 
ble? So, He ſayes, Ai you ball be offended becauſe of me ; and does this 
patrenize our Offences? The Law 1s good and juſt; Becauſe, then we had 
-_ knowne fin but by the Law, is it therefore lawftull forus to fin ? God 
orbid. 

Our Saviour brings the Sword among us, as wholeſome meat brings 
ſicknefſe to a weakely ficke ſtomack , or phyſick to a body abounding 
with Hamonrs; not intentionally, but eccafionally, 

Thus, by your crronious and weak miſtakes, you make the Prince of 
Peace, the Patron of your unnaturall Warre; and the God of Trath, the 
preſident of your unexamined errors, 

But, Almighty God, the Champion of his own Truth, and maintai- 
ner of his own Casſec, hath (to more then common admiration) appez- 
red in this great enterprizc. 

He that delivered Ifracls handful trom the hand of Pharaohs Hoſt, 
hath ſhewed hiimſelfe in the (almoſt incredible) proceedings of this 
heaven-diſpleaſing Warre; the bricfe relation whereof, may move thoſe 
hearts, that are not {carcd, or ſtone, to melt into a thankfull Acknow- 
Jedgement of his Power, and remaine as Monuments of his Mercy, that 
children, (yet unborne) may ſay hereafter, God was here : viz. 

The two Hexſes of Parliament made firit a genera!l ſeizure of all the 
Armes, Ammunition, Caſtles, Forts, Magazines, and Ships, (being 
the whole viſible ſtrength of this unhappy Kingdome) to whom (ha- 
ving now ſetled the /4:/itia, both by Sea and Land,'n their own hands) 
tides of Propoſition go/d came in , upon the Pwublicke Faith; Monie 
(like blood from the Liver, conveyed through all the veines) iflued, to 
makea large ſupply, and where it ſtopt awhile , mountaines of maſlie 
Plate, from the valt Goblet to the flender Thimble, this Faith removed 
into their ſife poſſeſſion £ And when the great 45/ch Cow began to 
flake; they prelt her Nipples, and by hard fireyning renews the fireame. 
As Phyſitians evacuate the Body, ſometimes by Vomit, ſometimes by 
Parge, ſometines by Phlebetomie, ſometimes by ſweating , ſometimes 
by flaxing, ſometimes diuretically, yet purge but the ſame peccant hu- 
»xr; So did they, firſt by Propoſition , then by way of Contribmiion, 
now by way of Loane, then by way of S»bſidie, (nolefſe then 50 at one 
time) hereby way Aſſeſement, there by way of Twentieth part, then by 
way of Exciſe, one while by way of Sequeſtratios , then by way of 
Plunder, bat ſtill,the iſne, Mo x rx : And, to work thebetter 
the AﬀeRions ofthe Multiude, all this for the behoofe of King, and 
. Parkbament, 
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(11) 
Parliament, tor the pretended defence of (God knowes what ) Religi- 
on; Inſomuch, that Men came inlike Swarmes to the next Tree, or ra- 
therlike treacherous Decopes, with their innocent Multitule , into the 
Net, and Horſes without Number. 

Thus were they ſupplyed with all neceflaries, which the Arwe of 
fleſs could provide for the waging of an CR warre, Whereon, 
the money alieady expended, makes no lefle figures then 17, Ailions 
Sterl. beſides the Revenues of the King, Zneen, Prince, Duke of Yorke, 
and the whole Eſtates of all ſuck that take up Armes againſt them, be- 
ſides free 2uarter, and Souldiers yet unpayd. His Majeſty, on the 0- 
ther (ide, driven away with a few Attendants, not having among them 
ſo many Sword: and Piſtols, x5 theſe had Cannons, wanting both Mon, 
Horſes , and Ammunition , onely what hee received from the piety of 
ſome beleiving Subjz&ts, ( whole cares were Pamphlet-proofe againſt 
all defamations, and ſcandals calt upon ſacred May fty ) finding ſlender 
Proviſion in his ewn Dominions; and that ſtopt or leized , which came 
from forreigne parts; No Shipping,but what he pur-chalt, with the pre- 
cious ard extream hazard of his few (bat valiant) SubjeRts;No Armes, 
but what he gained by the couragious venture of his own nzgleRted life, 
the ſubj=-& of our contiouall Prayers, Yet hath God covered his head in 
the day of batt aigg, and bleſt him with ſuch ſucceſle, that Hee is (by the 
Divine Providence) become agreat after of the Field , and almoſt a- 
ble to maintain fight with his own Ships at Sea. 

T he God of Heaven bleſſe him, and proſper him , and make his dayes as 
the dayes of Heaven, that being here the Faiths defenaer , he may ſtill bee 
defended by the Objett of that Faith, 

Nor is the providentiall hand of God more viſible in proſpering him 
then in p#niſing his Enemies, whoſe ruines may remain, as Sea-marks 
tons, and Pyramids of Gods Power, whereot a touch, 

Sir John Hothaw, then Governour of Hu# , who firſt defied and da- 
red his Soversigne to his face, what is become of him ? How ſtands he 
a Marke betwixt two dangcrs, having nothing 1-ft him, but gaile e- 
nough to make him capable of a deſperate Fortunc? 

Maſter Hambaen, that firſt waged Law, and then Warre againlt his 
wn »atzyall Prince, hath not he (ſince theſe unhappy troubles began ) 
deen firſt puniſhed with the loſſe of children , nay vitited to the third 

eration, tothe weakning, (it not ruining ) of his Family , and then 

1thehelofle of his own /5fe, in the ſame place where hee firk took up 

\rmes againſt hisgracions Soveraign? was it not remarkeable m_— 
B3 r 
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(12) 
Lord Brooke, who often excepted againſt that clauſe in the Lyturgie; 
(From ſudden death good Lord acliver ws) was (laine ſo ſuddenly ? who 
was ſo ſevere an enemy againſt Peace ſhould periſh in the ſame #arre, 
he ſo encouraged ? Who ſo bitterly inveyed againſt Eps/copall Govern- 
ment, ſhould be ſhot d-ad out of a Cathedral Church ? who labouri 
to put out the /eft eye of eſtabliſht Government , his /eft eye, and life 
were both put eut together *? 

How is Duke Hamiltos (ſcarce warme in his new Honour) taken 
inhis own ſnare, having extarg/ed his Lord and Maſter in ſo many in- 
conveniences ? 

How is Hol/ax4, whoſe livelyhood was created by his Soveraignes 
favenr, branded with a doxble treachery, and like a Shittlecocke fallen 
at the firit rerar»,and (carceable to raiſcthimſclfe by a ſorry Declaration? 

Is not Brifoll Fines ( who at h's Conncell of Warre condemned and 
executed innocent blood ) himſelfe condemned:( pleading innocence) 
at 2 Conncell of Warre from the mouth of his owne General, though 
finding (perchance) more ercy then ke either deſerved , or ſhewed ? 
But that blood that cryed to him tor Mercy, will cry to Heaven for ven- 

eance. 
, And, arenot many moreripe for the ſame /#4gment, whoſe notori- 
ons Crimes have branded them for their reſpeAtive puni/oments ? 

How many of thoſe b/o0d-preaching Miniſters , have died expeRora- 
ting B/ood? whillt others, at this time, labouring under the ſame di/« 
eaſe , can findno Art to promiſe a Recovery. All whom I leaveto poſ- 
fible Repentance and paſle over. 

Cromwell, that profeſt defacer of Churches, (witneſle Peterborongh 
and Lixcolne, &c.) and Riteler of the Monuments of the dead , whoſe 
prophane Troopers (if Fame has not forgot to ſpeake a Truth) waterd 
their horſes at the Font , and fed them at the Holy Table, that Crom- 
well, 

S$andes, whole ſacrilegious Troopers committed ſuch barbarous in- 
ſolencics, with his (at leaſt ) connivance, inthe Church of Canterbury, 
and uſed ſuch inhumanetortures on the tender breſts of women,to force 
confeflion of their hidden goods, the golden ſabjes of their Robbery; 

What can the firſt expeRt, and what reward the other hath found, 
I neither prophecie nor jwage. It theſe, and ſuck as they , doe fight 
for the Reformed Religion , God deliver every good man both from 
them, and it, Curſed be their wrath, for it u fierce, and their Anger , far 
it ucruell, - 
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(r3) 
Theſe, (and of ſuch many) are ay , that whilſt they pretend Re- 
formation, need, firſt, tobe reformed. 

Nor do1, in taxing this Army of ſuch impious Barbari/mes, excuſe 
or rather net condemne the other; whereof, no queſtion , too great 
number are as equally profane; whilſt all together make up one body of 
wickedneſle, to bringa ruine on this miſerable Kingdome ; for whoſe 
impicties His Majeſty hath ſooften (»ffered. 

I, but His Majzſties Army, (beſides thoſe looſer forts of people) con- 
fiſts of ##merous Papifts, the utter enemies of true Religion, 

To whom the King hath ſworne his protettion, from thoſe hee may 
require aſſitance. 

But, unto all his people, as well Papi/ts as Proteſtants, hee hath 
ſworne his protettion, therctorefrom all his ſubjefts, as well Papsfts 
as Proteſtants, he may r. quire aſ/iſtaxce. 

Neither does he ca)l in Papiſts, as Papiſts, to maintaine Religion (as 
himſelfe hath alwayes manifeſted) but as ſubjes to /abdxe, or at leaſt 
qualific, Sedition, 

The ayde of the ſubjeRt, is cither in his perſon or in his parſe ; both 
are requireable to the ſervice of a Soveraigne. 

Put caſe, His Majeſty ſhould uſe the affiſtance of nove but Proteſtants: 
tell me, would ye not be apt to cavill, that he is faverrable to the Pa- 
pilts; neither willing to endanger their perſons , nor endammage their 
purſes; or, at leaſt, that they are reſerved for alaſt blow? 

Or, incaſe, Papiſts ſhould largely #»derwrite to your Propoſitions, 
ſendin Horſes, Armes, or other Proviſions , would you nut accept it; 
and, for its ſake, their perſons too ? 

Are you ſo{tri& in your Preparations, as to catechize every ſouldier ? 
Or, to examine, firſt, every Officers Religion ? Or, having the proffer of 
a good Papi/h, or debaucht Commander, tell me, ſhould he be denied his 
Commiſſion ? 

Remember Sir Arthxr Aſoron, whom His Majeſty entertaines by 
your Example, 

Theſe things indiftcrently conſidered, it will manifeltly appeare, that 
the honeſt minded vnlgar are mcerly ſeduced, under the colour of piety, 
to be ſo impious, as by pey/oning every ation of their lawfull Prince, to 
folter their i2yp/icite Rebellion, 

But , incaſe, your fide ſhould proſper , and prevaile, what then? 
would then eur ſeries be at an end? Reaſon tels us, No ; God keeps 
us from the experience ; Think you, that Governments ( whether new, or 
reformed) 


I+$ 


: | (14) 
Fad reformed) which is {ct up by the /word, muſt not be maintained by the 


ſword? And how can Peace and Plexty bee conſiſtent with perpetuall | Ca 
Garriſons, which muſt bee maintained with a perpetuall charge ? be- || yet 

” ſides the continuall excurſiens, and connived-at injarics, committed 4 
;; by Souldiers, jadge you. ted, 
Or, put the caſe, this neceflary Conſequence could be avoided , think t 


you the ambition of ſome new States-men, accuſtomed to ſuch Arbitra- Þ reig 
ry, and veceſſitated power, on the one ſide, and the remaining loyalty of rity 
His Majeſtics di/-izherited SubjeRts, watching all opportunities toright || the 
their injured Soveraigne,and themſclves, on the other fide, would not Þ}} and 
raiſe perpetuall rempeſts in this Kingdome ? tin 

Or, it fachan (almoſt unpreventable evil ſhould not enſue, think | juſt 
you, ſaci {warmes of SefFarizs (weat for nothing ? Are their purſes ſo | 
apt to bleed tono end? Will not their coſts, and paines expeR, at leaſt, F the. 
a congratulatory connivance in the freedome of their conſciences? Or, Þ of h 
will their ſwords, now in the ſtrong poſſeſſion of fo great a multitude, V 
know the way into their quiet /cabbaras, without the expected liberty | tota 
of their Religions ? And, can that /iberty produce any thing but an e- | hath 
ftabliſht di/erder? And, is not Diſorder the mother-of Anarchie? and | Cha 
that, of Ruine? C 

Open then your eyes, cloſed with crafſe, and wilfull blindneſſe, and F who 
conhder, and prevent that, which your continued 4i/obedience will un- © low } 
avoidably rcpent, too late. 

But, thetruth is, They are all Papsfs, by iyour Brand, that comply 
not, in this ation with you: Admut it were ſo; Are not Papifts as to- 
lerable for His Majeſty, as Anabaptiſts, Browniſts,Separatiſts, Atheiſts, 
Antinomians, T urkes; and, indced, all Religions, and Fattions, nay Pa- 
piſts too, for His Subjets? Theſe, of His Majeſties tide, come freely,out 
of their Allegiance, as SubjeRts : Yours, are preached in, comming out 
of obſtinaci:,as Rebels : They, at their own charges , proportionableto | 
their Abilities; Theſe, like 1»das, ſelling their Soveraignes Blood for il 
paid wages: Yet, both fides pretend a 2warrel tar the true Proteſtant 
Religion. 

Good God ! What a monſtrous Religion is this, that ſeeks proteRion 
from the implacable oppoſition of her two Champions ! 

His Majeſty proteſts to maintain it: The two Houles proteſt to maig= 
tain it : O, for an Oedipie to read this Riddle | 

His Majeſty addces ene Clasſe mere,wherein if the other Party would: 
agree, the work would be at an ed, which 1s, 
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According t0 the eftablifſhr Conſtitutionr,by Oath taken by him, at his 
Coronation; And there, the two Howſes leave him , contending fora, 
yet, undetermined alteration, 

And, for my part, I dare not conceive ſnch evill of the Lords Anneix- 
ted, and my Gracious Soveraigne, as to fearc him perjured. 

Hath not His Majeſty , in thepreſexce of that God, by whom hee 
reignes, imprecated the C#r/e of Heaven on him and his Royall Pofte- 
rity, (Sub Sigills Sacrament too) if He, to his utmoſt , maintaine not 
the True Proceftaxt Religion, exerciled in that bleſſed Ducenes dayes, 
and propagated by the 6/904 of fo many glorious Martyrs (at which 
time God bleſt this Iſland in ſo high a meaſure) if hee preſerve not the 
jaſt Priviledges of Parliament, and the Liberty of the Subjet ? 

Nay, more, did not His Majeſty ſo promiſe the ſevere 1execution of 
the Sraruteagainſt all Recxſavrs, that if he failed, he deſired not the{ayde 
of his good Subj:&s ? 

What inferiour perſon would not think his Reputation wronged, not 
totake up confidence upon ſuch rerrible termes ? What Jnotorious evill 
hath his Majelty perp-trated to quench the ſparkles of a common 
Charity ? 

Conſider, O, Conſider ; Hee afts his part before the King of Kings, 
whoſe eye is more cf{pecially upon Him; He aQts his part betore his fell 
low Princes, to whom he hath declared this his Imprecation. Hee a&ts 
his part before his S#bjeZts, whoſe ſtrifter hand weighes his pious words 
with tog anequall Ballances. 

Were he the acknowleager of no God, yet the Princes of the earth, 
(ifguilty of fuch a Perjxry) would abhorre him. Or, were all the Prin- 

es of the earth, blind, deafe, or partiall, would not he think his Crown 
a burthen to be worne upon his perjured brow before his owne abuſed 
people ? Or, (having renounced his SubjeRs ayde,nron his faile)could 
expe that loyalty, which now he wants upon a meer ſuſpition ? 

But, Heisa Prince, whom God hath crowned with graces above bu 
elowes, A Prince, whom, for his Piety, few Ages could parallcll. 

What Vices of the times have branded his Repwre ? His Youth , high 
liet, ſtrength of body, and Soveraign Power might have inclined, and 
yarpt him to luxurious vanity, as well as others Monarks, whoſe effe- 
inaries have en&ved the ftrength of their declining Kingdomes; How 
nany would have held it a Preferment to be Attor»y to hisRoyall Luſt, 

Secret4ry to His Boſems Sinne ? Yet, he remaines , a preſident of un- 

lemiſht Chaftity, _s | 
C He 
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He might have pleaſed and pampered up his wanton Palate with the 
choiſe of curious Wines, to lighten Cares, which wait upon the regall 
Diademe; et, he continues the patterne of a chaſt Sobriety : He might 
have magnified his Mercy, and ſe/2 his Juſtice, toreward a Service, in 
pardoning offences, (committed by thoſe of »eare relation) yet , Hce 
abides the example of incxorable Jultice, 

Theſe and many other « minent Graces, and illuſtrious YVirtzes can 
claime no Birth from Fleſb and Blood; eſpecially , in thoſe, whoſe pu- 
pillages are ſtrangers to Correttion; Nor, is it ſate Divinity, to acknow- 
ledge ſuch high G5frs, from any kand, but Heaves. 

Which, being ſo, my Conſcience, and Religion tells me,that Almigh- 
ty God, (whois all pertetion) will not leave a work ſo forward, ſo 1m- 
perfe& ; but, will, from day to day , ſtill adde and adde to his tranſcen- 
dent virtues, till heappeare the Glory of the World; and after many 
yeares, be crowned 1n the Werle of Glory, 
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Poſt-ſcript to the Reader, 


ruption, and the Language of Reaſon, without Sophiſtry. 
hou haſt not only heard Divine Precepts , but thoſe Precepts 
backt w:th holy Examples, Neither thoſe out of the Old Teſtament 
W- | alone, but likewiſe out of the New. Being now, no Matter left for 
thy Exceptions, prevaricate no longer with thy own "_” : And, in 
the feare of God, [now adjure thee,once againe, as thou wilt an(wer 
en. N before the Tribunull a; the dreadfull and terrible day,that thou faith- 
any I} fully examine, aud ponder the plaine Texts which thou haſt read, 
and yeelding due obedience to them, ſtop thine eares againſt all fini- 
fter expoſitions, and remember, that hiſloricall Scripture will admit 
no allegoricall interpretations. If any thing, in thu Treatiſe, ſhall 
deſerve thy Anſwer, doe it punttually, briefly plainely and with 
meekneſſe; If, by diredt Scripture, thou canſt (without wreſting | re- 
fute my Errear, thou ſhalt reforme, and ſave thy Brother, If not ye « 
_ cant thine, and hold it no d:ſhonour, to take that ſhame to thy ſelfe, 
which brings Glory to thy God. 


N Ow thou haſt heard the Harmony of Scriptures , without Cor- 
T 


1.9. PET. 3. I5. 
Bee almayes ready to give an an[wer te every one that atketh Jon 4 
= reaſon, with meckpeſſe and feare, 


{t-} 
FINALS. 


